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DEAR MEMBERS AND AFFILIATES, 

Now that the summer holiday period has completely been brought to an end, things in Norway 
have returned to ‘business as usual’ and so have things at the BNCC.  

We are now into our exciting Autumn schedule and you can read more about what we are offering 
you for the rest of 2009 in this publication of the BNCC newsletter. 

Also included within this publication, you will find an introduction from our new corporate members, 
whom we kindly thank for these articles and we look forward to working with them at the BNCC. In 
addition to this, you will also find the latest news on BNCC member benefits currently being 
offered, including an article provided by Sigbjørn Berge of BLTS Språk & Studier detailing what 
they are willing to offer to BNCC members. 

A special thank you to all contributors and sponsors to the BNCC newsletter and we hope you 
enjoy this issue. 
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Wednesday 28th October at 17:00 CET 

DnB NOR Markets, Chief economist, Øystein Dørum, will speak on “The Global 
Economy: From Crisis to Recovery” 

BNCC and AmCham members are invited to DnB NOR's headquarters, at 
Aker Brygge, for an exclusive event with DnB NOR's chief economist and the 
evenings guest speaker, Mr. Øystein Dørum, who will present "The Global 
Economy: From Crisis To Recovery” followed by a Q&A session.  

Øystein has a Master in Economics from the University of Oslo and a Master 
in Politics from The London School of Economics; he is an authorised 
financial analyst (AFA) from the Norwegian School of Economics and Business Administration. He 
has previously worked for the Norwegian Ministry of Finance and Sparebanken NOR before 
coming to DnB in 1998.  

The BNCC is proud to be jointly hosting this event together with a valued 
partner, The American Chamber of Commerce. Due to the exclusive nature 
of this event, the evening will be a members and affiliates only event. Tickets 
will be issued on a ‘first come, first serve’ basis. On receipt of a place at the 
event you will receive confirmation from the BNCC. 

Evenings Program  

17:00   Arrival: Tea and coffee.  

17:20   Seated in auditorium. 

17:28   Welcome and introduction: Richard Stott, BNCC Board member 

17:30 -18:50 Chief Economist, DnB NOR Øystein Dørum, presents  “The Global    
  Economy: From Crisis to Recovery” followed by a Q & A session. 

18:50   Tea, coffee and soft drinks. 

Location  DnB NOR, Headquarters, Stranden 21, Aker Brygge, 0021 Oslo. 
 
Please also remember...�

           Monday 5th October 2009 – Climate and energy challenges 

 
You are warmly welcomed to the Conference 
Room of The British Embassy for snacks and 
refreshments to accompany an evening 
meeting with guest speaker David Loughman 
from A/S Norske Shell delivering a 
presentation on ‘energy and climate 
challenges’. To commence from 18:00. 

Please register for this event by contacting Daniel Middleton at the BNCC. 
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Tuesday 8 th December 2009 – Christmas Reception 2009  

Please remember to make a note in your diaries, update your 
calendars and set your watches for the BNCC’s 2009 Christmas 
Reception! 

Hosted by the British Ambassador, Mr David. Powell, the BNCC 
is proud to announce its annual Christmas Reception to be held 
at the Ambassador’s Residence. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Further details regarding this event will be made a vailable to members in due course. 
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For those members who are unfortunately not able to attend future events with the BNCC, there 
will be an opportunity for you to discover what you missed out on... 

In future editions of the BNCC newsletter, previous event(s) will be reviewed to highlight what the 
event involved, what its successes were and to offer messages of praise and gratitude to those for 
contributions to the event. 

���������	�	 �
Would you like a banner like this? Contact Daniel Middleton at the BNCC for more information... 
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Venue: The Residence of The British Embassy 

Guest Speaker: Kari-Grete Alstad 

Topic: Britain Under Queen Elizabeth 

The event structure:  

·  An introduction and welcome to all members and guests from Mr. Stephen Constant, BNCC 

chairman. 

·  Kari-Grete Alstad, a journalist who served as NRK’s London correspondent from 2004-08, 

delivered a very interesting and informative presentation on the Queen of England and her 

status as a symbolic figure. Also discussing her trips to Norway, relations with the 

Norwegian Royal Family and the possible future of Her Majesty. A Q&A session followed. 

·  Kari-Grete Alstad was thanked for her time and contribution to this BNCC event and 

presented with a commemorative gift by Mr. Stephen Constant. 

·  Among the presence of The British Ambassador, Mr. David Powell, The BNCC members 

and guests had the opportunity to enjoy canapés, red/white wine and network in the dining 

quarters of The Residence.  

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsors to the event:  

RUDE HEALTH: Who kindly sponsored ‘The Ultimate Organic Muesli’ as free 

samples to the guests.  

 

HANDELSHUSET HETTE: Distributors of RUDE HEALTH products in Norway. 

Kari-Grete’s book, 
‘Englands dronning 
– dronningens 
England’ will be 
released in 
November 2009. �
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A message from Sigbjørn Berge of BLTS Språk & Studier: 

BLTS Språk & Studier (Berge Language Training Services) offer consultancy and agency services 
in the field of language and culture training. We have recently been working to develop a scheme 
of professional English language training for the BNCC. This has resulted in something that is now 
presented as one piece of a benefit package offered to BNCC members. We have managed to set 
up an agreed working relationship with some selected course providers of proven quality, all of 
whom are specialised in this field and have many years of experience with the European corporate 
sector. There is a wide range of course focus and training concepts, as 
well as different locations and price levels. This means that we can offer 
intensive English language courses in Britain to suit a diversity of training 
needs as well as training budgets. Also, this means that it is possible to 
experience some great historic cities and sites in combination with a 
language training programme: maritime Portsmouth on the south coast, 
Canterbury - the famous cathedral city in Kent, Chester in the north-east 
near the major culture and business cities Liverpool and Manchester – and of course London, 
where two different locations are available: in the Wimbledon area and in the Kensington / Notting 
Hill area. Check out the respective websites for details – via www.blts.no/bncc.html 

There you will find what each of our language training partners has to offer. On the basis of 
extensive experience and expertise in this field they run courses ranging from general business 
English and brush-up courses to highly specialised communication training for professional fields 
such as marketing, finance, law, oil and offshore, engineering, HR management. On their websites 
you will find detailed information about the locations, their premises, their staff, their course 
programmes, their accommodation services, their leisure activities, travel options, in addition to 
prices and dates.   

Members of the BNCC are now entitled to our membership terms and rates at these training 
institutions. You may book a course for personal language training, or companies may book a 
closed-group course for team training in their special fields.  

Companies may also want to organise English language courses here in Norway, in which case 
our partners in Britain will be ready to deliver tailor-made courses locally as 
in-company training.  

In our digital world it may be desirable to complement a language course 
with computer-based language training designed to improve business 
communication skills. A number of advanced technology interactive 
programmes in this field are available for the corporate sector, educational 
institutions as well as private individuals. Also, telephone-based language training is offered for job-
specific practice in spoken English. This is a field of rapid growth and development, and we are 
working to offer state-of-the-art technology and training in this area.  

BNCC members are very welcome to contact BLTS Språk & Studier for further information - 
please see www.blts.no/bncc.html for details.  
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Exclusive COBCOE Special Offer �

on hotels in the UK. �
 �

COBCOE has entered into an agreement with the Radisson Edwardian Hotels which will give its 
member Chambers and their members a special deal at the Group’s hotels in the UK, an offer 
which can be utilised by members of the BNCC.�

Under this exclusive arrangement you may book rooms at some of the best hotels in London and 
Manchester at the hotels’ “best available rates” less 10%. This offer now includes the Radisson 
Edwardian Heathrow Hotel and can be particularly useful if you are arriving late at night or flying 
out early in the morning. 

In addition, COBCOE customers are entitled to the f ollowing additional privileges :�

·  Complimentary wireless access�
·  One complimentary drink voucher per guest per stay��
·  20 % discount for in-hotel restaurant dining (room service & bar excluded)��
·  VIP services available at all Radisson Edwardian Hotels��
·  Complimentary bottle of mineral water and newspaper��
·  Complimentary access to hotel gym/fitness room and business lounge��
·  Complimentary upgrade to the next available room type upon check in (subject to 

availability)��
·  Frequent flyer points��

 �

Eligibility: �

·  Officers and employees of COBCOE and 
their member organisations��

·  Companies and other entities which belong to 
a COBCOE member and their employees 
and officers��

·  Others authorised by COBCOE�
·  Plus in each case their respective family 

members.�
 �

Reservations: �

To see which hotels this offer is applicable to, book 
your rooms, view all special privileges as well as the 
applicable terms and conditions, just visit:  

www.radissonedwardian.com/cobcoe 

 

Share your success stories... 

Through being a member of the 
BNCC, have you: 

·  Met new clients?  

·  Met new colleagues?  

·  Met new friends? 

Or has your organisation recently 
enjoyed some other form of success 
and you would like to share that 
story? 

Please bring your success stories to 
the BNCC and you could have them 
published in future editions of the 
BNCC newsletter.�
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‘The Economist’ Offer 

 
COBCOE is delighted to announce a special offer with The Economist providing advantageous 
rates on individual and multiple subscriptions to chambers and their members. 

Established in 1843, with a mission to campaign for free trade and to bring intelligence to 
information, The Economist’s weekly look at the world is more relevant today than ever before. In 
these uncertain times, its global perspective, cool analysis and broad, accessible coverage is vital 
to individuals and organisations trying to understand the global economy. 

A year’s subscription is available for €122, without obligation for renewal (representing a 57% 
discount on the cover price) exclusively for COBCOE chambers and their members.   

Once you are a subscriber, you will enjoy many furt her benefits, including:  

·  The Economist  audio edition  free exclusively to Economist subscribers 
·  Free access to Economist.com  allowing you to read every article back to 1997, daily 

news updates and analysis, blogs and lively comments 
·  Free delivery  to the address of your choice - multiple subscribers also benefit from free 

delivery 
·  A money-back guarantee,  which ensures that if you cancel, the un-mailed part of your 

subscription will be refunded 
·  A welcome gift - see the order form for the COBCOE choices�
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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY MBA 

As Area Manager for the new global Open University MBA launched by 
the Open University Business School, in Norway, I am delighted to 
become a member of the BNCC and look forward, both at a personal 
and professional level, to taking the opportunity to meet the members of 
the BNCC, join the events it organises and take part in the networking 
activities. 

The Open University Business School is one of only 38 Business 
Schools in the world with triple accreditation and has the largest alumni 

network and programme membership of any triple accredited school worldwide. For instance, one 
in five MBA students in the UK, study with us.  

Our MBA programme, which is supported online, is an executive experience that pioneers 
practice-based learning: what is taught today can be put into practice tomorrow. The aim is to align 
individual learning requirements with key organisational success drivers, thus benefitting both the 
participant and the organisation the participant is working for. 40% of our current MBA students 
receive sponsorship from their organisations. 

The global Open University MBA, which is brought to market thanks to a collaboration with 
education publisher Pearson, is also the first programme to embed Financial Times thought 
leadership, bringing to students all the critical business and finance issues of the week into focus, 
with analysis from the Financial Times. 

In addition managers studying with us will be taken to four Global Exchange Events during the 30 
months of the programme. They will travel to and meet each other in London, Dubai, Kuala 
Lumpur and Oslo, which will allow them to explore different business cultures at first hand while 
building up highly effective business networks both globally and locally. 

The Open University Business School is also proud to announce that The Open University MBA 
has been selected as a finalist, in the UK Trade and Investment Innovation award category of the 
British Business Awards 2009, in Singapore. 

 

Karin Tailbot 

Area Manager MBA, Norway and Sweden 

The Open University Business School 

Tel: +47 99 43 40 14 

E-Mail: k.s.tailbot@open.ac.uk 

www.mbaopen.net 
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ADVOKATFIRMAET THOMMESSEN AS  

Thommessen is one of Norway's leading commercial law firms 
with offices in Oslo, Bergen and London. We have at total of 
270 highly qualified employees. 170 of the firm's employees are 
lawyers who together cover 16 areas of expertise. We provide 
advanced legal services to corporate clients and the public 
sector, both domestically and internationally.  

Independent surveys show that our clients regard Thommessen as a trustworthy and solution 
oriented firm, and value our professional expertise. Clients also express their satisfaction with our 
strict ethical standards and our integrity. 

 A large part of our operation is international. Thommessen is an independent firm, but is the 
Norwegian member of Lex Mundi, which is the world’s leading organisation of independent law 
firms.  We can therefore offer our clients global access to leading law firms.  

Advokatfirmaet Thommessen AS  Phone: +47 23 11 11 11 
Haakon VIIs gate 10    Fax: +47 23 11 10 10 
PO Box 1484 Vika     Email: firmapost@thommessen.no  
N-0161 Oslo 
NORWAY 

 

 

Personal members:  

·  Caroline Goodwin - Handelsbanken 

·  Caroline Tangen - Student  

·  Nils Christian Mathisen - MobileOne AS 

·  Wilford Augustus - Language Solutions 
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c/o The British Embassy 
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